How you can help

Zimbabwe does not allow U.S. citizens to adopt its orphans. If we want to help,
we can help with training and resources. We can’t be the parents this time, but
we can help others fill that role.

Pray

1) That we can raise funds and gather support materials for return trip.

O.A.R.R.S.
Orphan Adoption, Reconciliation,and Restoration Services, Inc.

2) That we can raise funds for more family tracing workers in Bulawayo and
offer a follow up training event using Empower to Connect Training DVDs for
orphan caregivers.
3) For family members not going on the trip; protection and safety while we are away.
4) That we can recruit six people for our board of directors with complementary
gifts who can collaborate on solving complex issues involved with orphan care.

(tear here)

Give
Prayerfully consider supporting this first project in Zimbabwe and the greater
mission of orphans, adoption, and family preservation work in Africa.
We’ve been invited by Isaiah’s Home to come and train and help in 2014.
Please send a check to:
OARRS, Inc.
6 Thornby Place
St Louis, MO 63112
I am giving:_______________
To support the Ritchies with specific travel support through PayPal
Or scan the QR code to the right.

Both options are tax-deductible.
Follow the Ritchies’ story at:

ritchies4orphans.blogspot.com

Psalm 68:5
Father of the fatherless and protector of widows,
is God in his holy habitation.

fend for themselves. Our Savior is committed to the Fatherless.

commanded us to seek the welfare of these sons of vanishing who cannot

literally the rights of “the sons of vanishing.” We believe the Lord God has

to open their mouths for the mute and for the rights of the destitute,

fatherless” in Psalm 68:5. In Proverbs 31:8, the kings of Israel were advised

to care for the fatherless. In fact, God himself is described as “Father of the

All throughout the Old and New Testaments, the people of God are exhorted

to visit orphans and widows in their affliction…

James 1:27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this:

the fatherless, plead the widow’s cause.

Isaiah 1:17 Learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to

Why we care

orphaned, abandoned and vulnerable children; and adoption/foster care.

aid and relief projects. The focus of our work promotes the welfare of families;

education, training, evangelism, discipleship, Bible teaching, humanitarian

To spread the gospel of Jesus Christ as taught in the Holy Bible through

our mission

2016 – Support from family tracing and more placement.

2015 – Support for family tracing and two placements. See our story section.

University Department of Orthopedics in St. Louis, MO.

train them on the latest techniques and information from Washington

provided us medical textbooks for the local doctors in Bulawayo to help

members of New City Fellowship in St. Louis, MO. Dr. Greg Nelson

children. We delivered much needed medical supplies and clothing from

churches from Kinshasa, DR Congo donated money and items for the

and read from Scripture on God’s heart for orphans. Several pastors and

attended the seminar. Congolese born Pastor Noel Sengele lead devotions

Baptist Church for local orphan care workers. More than 20 care giver

to offer a two day training on Attachment and orphan care at Bulawayo

July 2014 – Was invited by Our Neighbors Ministries and Isaiah’s Home of Love

NEWs & UPDATES

4) Recruit six people for our board of directors with complementary gifts who
can collaborate on solving complex issues involved with orphan care.

3) Develop supporter and team member in the States to care for family members
not going on the trip and raise awareness of our organization’s needs.

2) Seeking to support additional family tracing work by Isaiah’s Babies Home in
Bulawayo.

Goals:
1) Raise funds and gather support materials for return trip in the capital city
of Harare.

Our goal for 2015 is to return second “baby step” as an organization to do
additional promoting of foster care and adoption training in communities of
need, particularly around Bulawayo and Harare, Zimbabwe.

More than holding babIes

There is much need in regard to
training those who care for orphans
and other vulnerable children in
Bulawayo. From our research and
experience, the key areas that would
be ideally covered in training, in a
rough priority order, would be:
• Awareness of the emotional needs
of children, from birth through
adulthood. This includes helping
children who are grieving. It would
also be great to share on attachment
disorder, its signs/symptoms and the
best way to manage the condition.
• Ensuring that children feel loved in their home/institution. Possible teaching on
the various love languages and building confident children.
• Building healthy family.
• Discipline – including training and rewards.
• Spiritual development.
• Age-appropriate activities to ensure children are not bored and are happy.
• Promote family bonding.
• Nutrition, hygiene, safety in the home, sex education at the appropriate age,
and abuse awareness.

Blessed
Blessed’s father had left her in the care of a distant relative who was not giving
her enough food and was beating her until neighbors reported the abuse
to the police. After a period of time, we went back to the distant relative
and asked for the contacts of Blessed’s uncle. We visited the uncle’s house
and found that he works in South Africa. When we phoned the uncle, we
discovered that Blessed’s extended family was not aware of her predicament.
Blessed’s aunty was very happy to take care of her.

Anesu
Anesu was referred to Isaiah’s by the department of social services as an
“abandoned child” after his mother and father had left him at a distant
relative’s house. After some time, we began our own family tracing. We
went back to the house where Anesu had been abandoned, and the landlord
told us that the distant relative who had been left with Anesu had moved;
however, we managed to get a cell phone number for her. When we
contacted the distant relative, she told us that Anesu’s mother had come
back and surrendered herself to the police, she had served her sentence of
community service (for abandoning Anesu) and was waiting to be reunited
with her son. We then communicated with Anesu’s mother. Her story was
that she had left Anesu in search of employment in Botswana and was going
to send money for him to be taken to her rural home. When she phoned to
check on him, she heard that he had been handed over to the police, so she
came back and surrendered herself. After serving her sentence, the police
did nothing to trace Anesu, she said, adding that she tried but failed to find
him herself. We took the case and our findings to the department of social
services, and Anesu was reunited with his mother. Since re-unification, we
have visited Anesu many times, and he is happy, as is his mother.

Zimbabwean Orphans – December 2013
The Ritchie family has being traveling to visit orphans for 12 years. They have
visited Mexico, Peru, Congo, Ethiopia and Zimbabwe. Last summer, the entire
family visited Zimbabwe. After six weeks there and learning and serving as a
family at Isaiah’s Babies Home, Skip submitted a paper with our observations
and some questions about orphan care to the local church leaders, lecturers
of The Theological College of Zimbabwe, and staff and leaders at Isaiah’s
Babies home. In November, we received the following accounts, responses
and detailed invitation to come back to Zimbabwe and help train and equip
various key people in the orphan ministry within six months. Keary Ritchie is
a certified teacher in Missouri and has specialized English Language Learning
certificates. Both Keary and Skip were approved to foster care and adopt by
the state of Missouri. We have been praying for our recommendations to be
adopted by the local leadership since our paper was submitted in October
2012. God has answered our prayers. We received this recently –

There aren’t any Christian organizations training caregivers in the city of Bulawayo.
Our family tracer would work with the local department of social services to
locate family members who may want to take in the orphans. Typically, with
limited resources and personnel, their attempts are limited. A woman named
Mrs. Ncube is willing to increase her work with family tracing and unification, but
she will need additional financial support.

Isaiah’s Babies Home operates in Bulawayo Zimbabwe, caring for abandoned and
orphaned babies. There is an identified need by Isaiah’s to increase the amount of
family tracing work and facilitation of fostering and adoption, both for the little
ones at Isaiah’s and in other homes for orphans in Bulawayo. Isaiah’s family tracer
would work with the local department of social services to locate family members
who may want to take in the orphans. Additional financial support would enable
this to happen.
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